
HUNTINGTON'S QUEER
MENIAL PROCESSES,

Says the Report of the Pa¬
cific Railroads Commis¬

sion Is Idle Gossip,
This Strange Old Man's Logic

Perplexes the Souls of the
Morgan Committee.

A Faulty Memory and a Guileless
Nature Denies Him the Happi¬

ness of Giving Details.

HAS NEVER SPECULATED, HE SAYS.

The Central Pacific Completed Quickly for
Californians Who Were in a Hurry

to Go Home "to See the Old
Folks" in the East.

By Ambrose Bierce.
Washington, March 6..Mr. Huntington's

reappearance before the Senate Committee
on Pacific Railroads to-day was marked by
no remarkable Incident except his surren¬
der of the book that he had borrowed to
refresh his memory. Senator Mofgan was

late, delayed apparently by the weight of
the papers that he brought; but he had
hardly settled in his chair when, without
visible consciousness of the existence of
man on this globe, he began In a low col¬
loquial tone to interrogate the witness.
Had he read the book (the report of the
Pacific Railroads Commission of 1877), and
what did he think of it? The witness did
not think well of it; he objected
to It In detail and In general to
its facts and to the conclusions drawn
from them. He repeated in another form
his conviction that the commission had
picked up Its Information at the street cor¬

ners and in the cars.
One of the most remarkable mental phe¬

nomenon manifested by the strange old
man Is his persistence In affirming the most
obvious absurdities in the face of visible
disproof. He had just laid down a book
which had been in his possession for two
weeks, and before the country for eight
years.a book containing hundreds of pages
cit sworn testimony, regularly taken, includ¬
ing that of himself, his associates and many
of their subordinates.a book that Is one of
the most elaborate. Important and famous
public documents ever published by order
of Congress. Yet he sat there in the pres¬
ence of Senators, attorneys and members
of the press, and calmly asserted on his
oath, that the book was false and made up
In Idle gossip. Truly, there are phases of
human thought and motive which tran¬
scend comprehension.
When reminded that the report con¬

tained his own testimony he seemed sur¬

prised and explained that he supposed the
commissioners had given It no attention;
anyhow, they had no means of informa¬
tion, and in point of fact knew nothing.
From incidents like this, some conception

~ t hopelessness of the
tasK of dealing with this witness.
When told that It was natural that he

ehould cherish a feeling of dlsesteem for
men who had condemned him, Mr. Hunt¬
ington protested his ability to divide a

thing owned by himself and another into
even halves; but he said nothing about
his disposition to keep both halves.
Senator Morgan's questions to-day were

frequently suggested by a written state¬
ment which Mr. Huntington submitted,
but which was not read aloud. When
asked about certain contracts which he and
his associates as railroad directors had
made with themselves as railroad con¬
structors, the witness said his connection
with the road had not been contlnous, the
contracts may have been made while he
was out; but he was unable to say when
he was out, or for how long.one year,
one month, one week, or one day. An ef¬
fort was made to learn what became of
the Widow Colton's interest after her
good husband's thread of life had been cut
short by the scissors of the fairest of the
faies, but the Inquiry was barren of re¬

sult, though the witness did dimly re-
member certain litigation about it. He
testified, too, that he bought and lived in
the Colton house on Knob Hill, but Indig¬
nantly denied that in so doing he got pos¬
session of any valuable private papers.
Wall paper, he added with some humor,
was what he found there. It would be
interesting to know who prompted the
question that led to the denial.
For nearly an hour Senator Morgan tried

to learn all about the business affairs of
the hardware and metal house of Hunting¬
ton & Hopkins, with a view to learning how
much money Huntington had that was
available for putting Into the Central Paci¬
fic. The inquiry did not develop much, the
witness could recollect little else than that
he had Implicitly trusted everything to
others, and had no head for figures. Never¬
theless, this guileless soul affiled and re¬
affirmed his investment of a large, though
indefinite sum. His faulty memory, which
denied him the happiness of stating details,
dates, figures, and the truth, did not at all
p.^l'ide his negation of all those stated by
the Commissionerers In their report. If the
Commissionerers had said that it cost $100
0O0 to build Noah's Ark, he would promptly
have challenged the statement as obviously
absurd; but if pressed to say himself within
*100,000 of how much it did cost, he
':ould not have done so. By the way, if he
has ever heard of the Flood, he no doubt
considers It an unrighteous discrimination
In favor of water transportation.

V\ hen asked to-day why the Central Pa-
jltlc was pushed to completion some seven
fears sooner than it was by law re-
auired to be (entailing, of course, an enor¬
mous needless expense), Mr. Huntington at
first explained that it was in deference to
the great number of Californians who
wanted to go home "to see the old folks"
In the East. Here Senator Morgan per¬
emptorily stopped him. He did not want
any of that nonsense, of "poetry," as he
called It once before. I mention It only a« a
singular lllustraton of Mr. Huntington's
astonlshng mental processes. On as many
as half a dozen occasions durng this in-
vetlgation he has answered some question-
not always so relevantly as in this In¬
stance.with precisely the same words
never varied, although In every Instance,
except the first, he has been contemptu¬
ously stopped. He has several others forms
of sentiment that he brings in over and
over again, always In the same words and
wit the same humiliating result. One of
them, and next to "the old folks at home"
yarn his favorite s the story of the enor¬
mous difficulty and expense of building the
railroad over the Sierra-which, hy the
irajr. General Traffic Manager Stubba de-1

scribed the other day as "a wall of rock
12,000 feet high." Mr. Hunt'agton's pa¬
thetic tale of constructing c road across It
Is longer than his others and embraces
the number of feet of lumber used In
the snow sheds and the nine engines that
he has seen pushing one snow plough. It
is always Introduced suddenly and unex¬

pectedly, never having any relation what¬
ever to anything that has gone before; and
It varies no more than the others. Like
them, It s always nipped In the bud by
the frost of the Morganese disfavor; where¬
upon, as in the other Instances, the nar¬

rator meekly confesses to having enter¬
tained the erroneous belief that the com¬

mittee had wanted to hear about It. The
thought suggested by these extraordinary
mental vagaries Is one upon which one
does not care to dwell.
Much of Senator Morgan's effort was di¬

rected to finding out why, during the ten
years that the stock of the road paid divi¬
dends, no provision was made for a sinking
fund to pay the bonds. Mr. Huntington's
first reply was that the objection to the
plan was its "novelty," his second, that
"such things never are done".which Is,
perhaps, about the same answer. He later
explained that just before the passage of
the Thurman act, the directors had passed
a resolution setting up a sinking fund. Un¬
fortunately, they were too late; the Thur¬
man act set up one Itself, and the only
effect of the resolution was the proud con¬
sciousness of having passed it.
The grand Inquisitor now began putting

questions with a view to showing that some
of Mr. Huntington's sales of dividend-pay¬
ing Central Pacific stock at nineteen per
cent of its face value were "wash" sales,
intended to bear the market and disastrous¬
ly affect the price of Union Pacific. This
supplied the witness with a welcome oppor¬
tunity to expound his greater virtues. It
seems he has never done so evil a thing as

speculate In stocks or anything else. As to
working the market, he would die first.
to the unspeakable disappointment of every
hangman In the United States and Penn¬
sylvania.

LOOKS BLUE FOR BLUECOAT.

Cabman Flanagan Presents a Strong Case
Against Shattenkirk.

Patrolman Simon Shattenklrk, of the
West Thirty-seventh Street Station, was

on trial before Commissioner Grant at
Police Headquarters yesterday on charges
preferred by William Flanagan, a cab
driver, of No. 521 West Twenty-seventh
street. The latter says he was assaulted
by Shattenklrk on the morning of Febru¬
ary 14, after driving the patrolman and a

party of friends around town for several
hours. Two women were In the party.
Flanagan admitted that he was once ar¬

rested and convicted of burglary. That
was no reason, however, he claimed, why
he should be hounded by the police.
The accused patrolman denied the charge

and made a statement. The cabman cross-
examined Shattenklrk until the latter be¬
came nettled and made contradictory
statements. The cabman's position was
further supported by several members of
the Swallow Club, who swore that Lhe
policeman was not at their bail at Lvrlc
Hall, as he had testified.

J

Shattenkirk has a bad record as a police¬
man, and this will count against hfm.

MUSICAL UNIONS AT WAR

The Manhattan Wants to Monopolize the
Orchestras of Theatres.

The Manhattan Musical Union Is now

making a strong effort to oust the members
of the Musical Mutual Protective Union
who may happen to be playing In the the¬
atre orchestras.

It has secured the aid of the Central
Labor Union, with which It Is affiliated,
and it has been decided to try the Four¬
teenth Street Theatre first. Manager
Rosenquest, of that theatre, employs none
but union musicians, and up to now he
was unaware of a rivalry between the
unions. The object is to make all musi¬
cians join the Manhattan Musical Union
Last Sunday the Central Labor Union

was very unwilling to recognize this tight
as it would eventually mean a strike in
every theatre in the city for a sentimental
grievance. It is thought probable that
rather than concur in a strike arisine
merely out of trades' union rivalry, the
Central Labor Union will raise the boy¬
cott on the M. M. P. U.
Manager Rosenquest, of the theatre, said

last night that the committee told him
there would be no trouble.

THIEF CAME OVER THE ROOFS

Entered Dr. Sidney Wilcox's Residence"
and Stole Jewelry.

Dr. Sidney F. Wilcox's residence, No. 51
West Fifty-second street, was visited by
sneak thieves last Tuesday for the second
time within a year. Dr. Wilcox Is visiting
surgeon at Flower Hospital and was at
that Institution when the thefts were com¬
mitted.
When Mrs. Wilcox went to the fourth

Boor about 4 o clock she found that a thief
had entered the house by way of the
scuttle in the roof and rifled the bureau
drawers of $175 worth of jewelry. The
thief carried away a diamond ring worth
$(>0, a lady's gold watch, a fraternity Din
a maltese cross, a silver chain, a plain
gold ring, two gold bracelets, an alligator
hand bag and a black silk skirt. The thief
It is thought, used the bag to carry away'

? v.Krt. 8" The thief crossed from a
neighboring roof and left no trace behind
by which he might be identified.

THEY START FOR PALM BEACH.

Cornelius Vanderbilt and Party on Their
Way to a Warmer Clime.

Cornelius Vanderbilt and party left over
the Pennsylvania Railroad at 10:25 yester¬
day morning for Palm Beach, Fla.
The party occupied five cars. There were

a number of friends to see them off, Includ¬
ing Chauncey M. Depew. He afterward re-1
turned to New York.

TOO MANY FADS
III PUBLIC SCHOOLS,

The Present Course of Study Is
Attacked by the Women

Principals.
They Have Not Time Enough to

Hear the Lessons in All the
Prescribed Studies.

COMPLAIN TO BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Superintendent Jasper Indorses All Their
Statements and Declares He Is

in Favor of Immedi¬
ate Reform.

The ancient but popular fallacy that pub¬
lic school teachers and principals never

unite In a really energetic concerted move¬

ment, except when an Increase In pay or

the lengthening of vacation are the objects
in view, has been disproved by the effort
of the women principals of this city to have
the wieldy course of study now In use In
New York revised and made more practical
In size and In substance.
The "school marms" are thoroughly

aroused and mean to win their fight against
the old course, no matter what the trouble
or cost. The feeling has been growing for
years among the principals of New York
public schools that some relief should be
provided for the teachers and pupils who
find it absolutely impossible to cover the
present course in the time allotted.

STUDY OF TEMPERANOB.
The new law compelling the teaching of

temperance physiology for 100 minutes a

week was the final straw. When it went
into effect January 21 the teachers found
that they had about 500 minutes a week
laid out for them which they could in no

way crowd in.
At a meeting of the women principals of

grammar department schools February 9
the advisability of a petition to the Board
of Education to change the course was

discussed and brought about a meeting of
these women and the women principals of
the primary schools.
At this joint meeting, February 20, at

the Normal College, the following petition
to the Board of Education was offered by
Miss Julia Rlchman, principal of the fe¬
male department of Public School No. 77,
and signed by all present:
At a joint meeting or the Association of Fe¬

male Principals of Grammar Departments, and
the Association of Principals of Primary De¬
partments and Schools, held Thursday, Febru¬
ary 20, it was unanimously resolved to lay the
following facta before your honorable body:
That the requirements of each jgrade, as pre¬

scribed by the present courses of study (both
regular and manual training), cannot be Intelli¬
gently or thoroughly met In the alotted time.
That too much written work Is required In all

the grades.
That under the burden of attempting the Im¬

possible, positive Injury Is done to both pupils
and teachers.

Readjustment of our firm interests re¬

quires an immediate sale of all our

$25 Overcoats

F«r*IO
Another large lot of

twenty-five dollar overcoats
have been marked down to
Sio. Everyone. None left
after these are gone. Fur
lined overcoats that were
$ ioo are now $50. Ulsters
$10 from $18 and $20.
E O Thompson
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2 CENT STAMPS ACCEPTED. j

In view of the foregoing facts, we respectfully
ask such a modification of the present courses
of studies as shall enable us Intelligently and
thoroughly to meet the requirements of law.
This was forwarded to the Board at the

meeting last eWdnesday, and Commissioner
Hubbell spoke In Its behalf. The petition
was referred to the Committee on Instruc¬
tion, of which John L. N. Hunt is chair¬
man. The other members of the committee
are Commissioners Andrews, Holt, Hurlbut
and Beneville.
SUPERINTENDENT JASPER'S STATEMENT.
City Superintendent of Schools John Jas-

was seen at his home in Harlem yesterday.
He said of the petition:
"I am thoroughly In sympathy with the

principals' cause. Not long ago, at a meet¬
ing of the two associations, I requested
them to inquire into the present course of
study very carefully and report upon it to
the Board of Education. This they have
done and their action meets with my full
approval and will receive my heartiest co¬

operation. Undoubtedly the change they
desire will eventually be made. We have
had this course of study for six years, and
I admit it is not properly divided. The
pupils ajid teachers are asked to do more
than any ordinary human being could
possibly be expected to accomplish. We
must certainly have a big change very
soon."
Miss Rlchman was seen at her home, No.

7 West Eighty-eighth street. She said:
"The course we now have started with

the three E's twenty-five years ago, and
every new fad or hobby has been added as

it came along. The classes, too, have
grown larger with the growth of the city.
Now every grade has more work mapped
out for It than the teacher can possibly
complete. Consequently at each promotion
children are sent ahead Insufficiently pre-1

pared to work In the higher studies. These
deficiencies accumulate until In the higher
classes the work to be done to prepare the
pupils for college Is simply enormous.

There Is too much written work and too
much drawing. There is so little time that
It would be Impossible to ask the children
the questions verbally. So they are re¬

quired to write. This, of course, Is all
wrong.

TOO MUCH AIUTHMHTCCJ.

"There is too much arithmetic and too
much business. Why, we teach matter that
would make business men laugh and require
problems that cannot be found outside of an

arithmetic. Geography and history are so

subdivided that it is impossible to get ac¬

ceptable results. The actual work takes so

long that there Is no time for review and
no time at all to help the backward children.
They have to fall by the wayside.
"There is a compulsory one hundred min¬

utes a week laid out for the study of the
German language In my school, and we
have not one hundred minutes left to teach
the English language. We are also com¬

pelled to give ten minutes' Instruction
every day in musical notation and ten min¬
utes In callthenlcs. Four days In the week
we must take twenty-five precious minutes
for this temperance physiology. Then there
are the ten minutes a day for teaching pen¬
manship. Besides that, there Is no allow¬
ance for the many Interruptions which
take up so much of a teacher's time. Visi¬
tors, new scholars, securing facts for special
reports, giving out and collecting supplies,
sick pupils, refractory pupils and so on
make many Interruptions.
"We have not time for Innovations, no

time for Individuality in Instruction, no
time for anything but the routine work,
and not much more than half enough time
for that If we teach It properly."

EIGHT-HOUR ULTIMATUM.
Horseshoers and Carpenters Selected to

Present and Enforce the Demand
This Year.

In conformity with Its plan of advancing
the eight-hour movement by selecting one

or more trades to make the demand on

May 1 of every year, the American Fed¬
eration of Labor has designated the horse¬
shoers and carpenters to insist on the
eight-hour limit In their respective trades
this year. In the next Issue of the Fed-
erationist will be printed an address by
President Gompers, who contends that
labor-saving machinery has so altered eco¬
nomic conditions that the eight-hour limit
must be enforced if willing workers are

not to be condemned to idleness and starv¬
ation.
"Of course," says Mr. Gompers, "we

cannot say what degree of success will
attend the general movement this year,
as the result of the decision arrived at,
but we are confident that efforts will be
made by our fellow workers In many lo¬
calities. The only question now is whether
some of our national or international
unions, which have passed through so
critical a test as that of the recent Indus¬
trial crisis, will be In a position to make
a demand all along the line.
"We shall soon ascertain the spirit pre¬

vailing in the organizations to make this
effort, and their readiness to lead In the
movement; their willingness to be se¬
lected by the Executive Council of the
American Federation of Labor to make
the demand, and if necessary stand for
its enforcement."
It Is understood that several unions are

yet undecided whether they will make
the eight-hour demand or not. Among
the trades which have decided very lately
to make it are several of those embraced
In the United Garment Workers.

DID NOT MAKE CHARGES.
President La Grange Denies That H« Ac¬

cused Fire Department Men
of Blackmail.

President La Grange, of the Board of Fire
Commissioners, yesterday said that he had
never claimed that blackmail had been re¬
sorted to by officials of the department in
their discretionary enforcement of the law
compelling factories, theatres and other
places where large numbers of people con¬
gregate or work, to have telegraphic con¬
nection with the Fire Department.Mr. La Grange said:
"What I did say, and now repeat, is thatthe law giving discretionary powers to theBoard affords the best opportunity for politi¬cal and financial blackmail of any statuteI have ever seen. What I mean by finan¬cial blackmail Is the acceptance of moneyfor letting persons disregard the law,"President La Grange said there wouldprobably be no further investigation of theactions of subordinates, as there was noindication on the part of the present mem¬bers of the Board to blame these men fornot enforcing laws that the old Board didnot direct them to enforce.
The Board will take some definite action

on the obnoxious statute giving the "dis¬cretionary powers" next Wednesday.
Comptroller Palmer Must Pay.

Robert Crummey, a Democrat and a vet¬
eran, whom Comptroller Palmer, of Brook¬
lyn, removed a year ago,, but who wasafterward reinstated by order of the Su¬
preme Court, secured judgment for $1,375,the amount he lost in salary. YesterdayJudge Clement decided that Mr. Palmermust pay the money out of his own pocket.
Albert Peiser Win* His Test Cajie.
The Grand Jury yesterday dismissed the

case against Albert Peiser, of No. 1398
Third avenue, president of the DelicatessenStorekeepers' Association, who was ar¬rested for selling cooked food on Sunday.Peiser made a test case of the matter and
won. He was arrested by order of Chiefof Police Conlin.
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